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Thisis the second volume of atwo-volume social history of nineteenth-century Hankow, acity of over one
million inhabitants and the commercial hub of central China. In the first volume, Hankow: Commerce and
Society in a Chinese City, 1796-1889 (1984), the author emphasized the dynamism of late imperial
commerce, the relation of the metropolisto its hinterland, and the corporate institutions of the city, notably
its guilds, which assumed a number of functions we normally attribute to a municipal government. In this
volume, the focus is on the people of Hankow, in all their ethnic diversity, occupational variety, and constant
mobility, and on the social bonds that enabled this mass of peopleto live and work in a crowded city with
much less disruptive social conflict than occurred in Hankow's counterparts in early modern Europe.

Built into the argument of the book is a running comparison nineteenth-century Hankow with such cities as
London and Paris in the somewhat earlier period when they, too, were experiencing the growing pains of
nascent preindustrial capitalism. How are we to account for the fact that the cities of early modern Europe
were so much more prone to protest and social upheaval than Hankow was in a comparabl e stage of
development? The author finds the answer in the cultural hegemony of an activist dite that fostered moral
consensus, social harmony, and an aura of solicitude for the well-being of residents at every social level,
exemplified in such service institutions as poor relief, firefighting, and public security.

Toward the end of the nineteenth century, however, the social bonds that had held Hankow together were

beginning to fragment, as social polarization and growing class-consciousness fostered an atmosphere of
increasing unrest.
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From reader reviews:
Colleen Key:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individual s survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item
for awhileisreading. Sure, by reading areserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up
than other is high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Hankow: Conflict
and Community in a Chinese City, 1796-1895 book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Ray Ortiz:

The particular book Hankow: Conflict and Community in a Chinese City, 1796-1895 will bring that you the
new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the ideais very unique. In case you try to
find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Hankow: Conflict and Community in a
Chinese City, 1796-1895 is much recommended to you to learn. Y ou can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Michadl Banks:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Hankow: Conflict and Community in a
Chinese City, 1796-1895 e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Hankow: Conflict
and Community in a Chinese City, 1796-1895 as good book not just by the cover but also by the content.
Thisis one reserve that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth
sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to an additional sixth sense.

Larry Luis:

That guide can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book Hankow: Conflict and Community in a Chinese
City, 1796-1895 was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Hankow:
Conflict and Community in a Chinese City, 1796-1895 has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore, not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy,
fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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