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Francis Watkins was an eminent figure in his field of mathematical and optical instrument making in mid-
eighteenth century London. Working from original documents, Brian Gee has uncovered the life and times of
an optical instrument maker, who - at first glance - was not among the most prominent in hisfield. In fact,
because Francis Watkins came from a landed background, the diversification of his assets enabled him to
weather particular business storms - discussed in this book - where colleagues without such an economic
cushion, were pushed into bankruptcy or forced to emigrate. He played an important role in one of the most
significant legal cases to touch this profession, namely the patenting of the achromatic lens in telescopes.
The book explains Watkins's origins, and how and why he was drawn into partnership with the famous
Dollond firm, who at that point were Huguenot incomers. The patent for the achromatic tel escope has never
been satisfactorily explained in the literature, and the author has gone back to the original legal documents,
never before consulted. He teases out the problems, lays out the evidence, and comes to some interesting
new conclusions, showing the Dollonds as hard-headed and ruthless businessmen, ultimately extremely
successful. The latter part of the book accounts for the successors of Francis Watkins, and their decline after
over acentury of successful businessin central London.
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From reader reviews:
L awrence Scuderi:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Francis Watkins and the Dollond Telescope Patent
Controversy (Science, Technology and Culture, 1700-1945). Y ou can choose the best book if you want
reading a book. So long as we know about how isimportant any book Francis Watkins and the Dollond
Telescope Patent Controversy (Science, Technology and Culture, 1700-1945). Y ou can add expertise and of
course you can around the world by just abook. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful
thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Katrina Varga:

This book untitled Francis Watkins and the Dollond Telescope Patent Controversy (Science, Technology and
Culture, 1700-1945) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this
e-book you can get alot of benefit upon it. Y ou will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store
or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more
readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your
reguirements to past this publication from your list.

David McK enney:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lot
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So, once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
sure. Peopleis human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your aternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have read is
definitely Francis Watkins and the Dollond Telescope Patent Controversy (Science, Technology and Culture,
1700-1945).

Ronny Baird:

Y ou may spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Francis Watkins and the Dollond
Telescope Patent Controversy (Science, Technology and Culture, 1700-1945) is simple to deliver you can
read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring
often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can save
often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.
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