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Volume 18 of The Jewish Law Annual contains six comprehensive articles on various aspects of Jewish law.
Three articles address family law. One addresses the painful issue of the plight of the wife whose husband
withholds conjugal relations. In a marriage where relations are withheld, the wife may seek a divorce, while
her husband may withhold divorce. Prolonged withholding of divorce renders the wife an agunah, that is, a
wife chained to a dead marriage and unabl e to start anew and rebuild her life. The author explores the
halakhic feasibility of alowing awife in such a predicament to bring a claim for damages against her
husband for infliction of mental distress. If such claims are alowed, recalcitrant husbands may rethink their
intransigence and consent to grant the divorce.

Another article examines the evolution of halakhic thinking on the parent—child relationship. It traces the
stages by which halakhic family law changed from a basically patriarchal system in which both mother and
the child were deemed subject to the father’ swill, to a more balanced system where wife and husband have
equal standing with respect to custody matters, and the best interest of the child isthe main consideration in
custody proceedings.

In another article, halakhic attitudes to corporal punishment of children are analyzed. The author explores
whether the " Spare the rod and spoil the child" adage, which is based on a verse from Proverbs, indeed
reflects the position of Jewish law. He shows that in fact, while recourse to corporal punishment for
educational purposes is permitted--subject to detailed qualifications that greatly limit its scope--two
divergent approaches to corporal punishment can be discerned in the halakhic sources. One maintains that
administration of corporal punishment can be a useful pedagogic tool of last resort, whereas the other seeks
to minimize recourse to corporal punishment in the educational context, questioning its efficacy. The article
shows that in any event, the notion that corporal punishment is required by the law, as some, invoking the
"spare the rod" maxim, have maintained, is by no means borne out by the halakhic literature.

The volume aso features a fascinating article on the history of two societies founded in London to further
the study of Jewish law using modern scholarly methodol ogies. One society was active at the end of the
1920s and beginning of the 1930s, the second was active a decade later. The article explains the background
to the establishment of the societies and analyzes the societies objectives, leaders and memberships. Both
societies were founded with the intention of reformulating the classic halakhic sources in a manner that
would render them suitable for contemporary application in the nascent Jewish state. But as the author
shows, ultimately much of their energy was devoted to presenting the said sources to the non-Jewish legal
world, for the purpose of reciprocal enrichment and edification.

Rounding out the volume are two jurisprudential studies on classic legal prablems. The first explores the
prohibition against seeking a second legal ruling when aruling declaring something forbidden has been
handed down. What is the scope of this rule, and in what ways does it differ from the res judicata principle
in western law? The author shows that both procedural and substantive readings of the prohibition were put
forward in the talmudic commentaries, and explains the jurisprudential implications of these different
readings.



The second article examines the question of the agent who breaches his principal’ s trust, focusing on the case
of the agent who executes the act he was sent to carry out, but does so for himself, rather than his principal.
To what extent is he liable for ensuing damages to the principal, and is his act invariably deemed
reprehensible? Another issue isthe legal status of the transaction carried out by such an agent. Do the rights
and obligations generated by the transaction accrue to the agent, or to the principal? And how are
determinations as to the status of the transaction to be made? |'s the testimony of an unfaithful agent, or one
who has deviated from his mandate, deemed trustworthy? |s any role played by third parties, such as
vendors, in determining the status of the transaction?
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From reader reviews:
Carol McElroy:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyonein
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstabl e resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Jewish Law Annual Volume 18 as your daily
resource information.

Amanda Ddll:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book so.
There are alot of reasons why people likeit. First reading areserve will give you alot of new info. When
you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especialy fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
The Jewish Law Annual Volume 18, it is possible to tells your family, friends and al so soon about yours
guide. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Walter Knight:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Jewish Law Annual Volume 18
reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone
who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only
for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation The Jewish Law Annual Volume 18 as good book not only
by the cover but also with the content. Thisis one publication that can break don't assess book by its deal
with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
aready said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Michadel Mantz:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find alot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. Y ou
can view that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
you is The Jewish Law Annual Volume 18 this guide consist alot of the information with the condition of
thisworld now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles
that writer useto explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he
makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.
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