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From the author's Introductory Note.

I HAVE long hoped that the time would arrive when an English dramatist might find himself free to put into
the hands of the public the text of his play simultaneously with its representation upon the stage. Interesting
as might be the publication of a play subsequent to its withdrawal from the boards of a theatre, it has seemed
to me that the interest, would be considerably enhanced if the play could be read at the moment when it frit
solicited the attention of the playgoer, the consideration of the critic. Such a course, I have felt, were it
adopted as a custom, might dignify at once the calling of the actor, the craft of the playwright. It would, by
documentary evidence, when the play was found to possess some intrinsic value, enable the manager to
defend his judgment, while it would always apportion fairly to actor and author their just shares of credit or
of blame. It would also offer conclusive testimony as to the condition of theatrical work in this country.

It will hardly be denied that there exists in certain places the impression that an English play is a haphazard
concoction of the author, the actor, and the manager; that the manuscript of a drama, could it ever be
dragged, soiled and dog-eared, from the prompter's shelf, would reveal itself as a dissolute-looking, formless
thing, mercilessly scarred by the managerial blue pencil and illuminated by those innumerable interpolations
with which the desperate actors have helped to lift the poor material into temporary, unhealthy popularity.
The publication of plays concurrently with their stage-production, in the exact shape—save for the excision
of technical stage-directions—in which they have left the author's hands, can hardly fail, therefore, to be of
some value to the English theatre at large. The recent readjustment of the laws of International Copyright at
length enables me to offer a Book of the Play to the public after the method which I believe to be most
serviceable to the theatre—a 'method which i trust may be pursued by some of my brother playwrights.

It chances that the first work which I find myself able to present under these altered conditions is one which
in its design is a comic play—which essays to touch with a hand not too heavy some of the surface faults and
follies of the hour. It lays bare no horrid social wound, it wrangles over no vital problem of inextricable
perplexity. If an unsightly cicatrice appears to be momentarily exposed, it will be found upon examination 'to
be comparatively the merest freckle; if any question be raised, it is only the old, often asked question—Can
the depths be sounded of ignorance, of vulgarity of mina, of vanity, and of self-seeking?...
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From reader reviews:

Linda Gaitan:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the publication untitled The Times: A Comedy in Four Acts can be excellent book to read.
May be it may be best activity to you.

Kathleen Knight:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Times: A Comedy in
Four Acts, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-
out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.

Cheryl Ruiz:

This The Times: A Comedy in Four Acts is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Times: A Comedy in
Four Acts can be the light food for you because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by
means of anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I
mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you
are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your
better life as well as knowledge.

James Martin:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that will
filled update of news. On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a
person. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just trying to find the The Times: A Comedy in Four Acts when you required it?
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