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First published in 1863, Five Weeks in a Balloon depicts an insightful journey undertaken by a group of
intrepid explorers into the partly uncharted African continent, as they aim to explore its exotic wonders.
Apart from concentrating on themes including exploration, loyalty, friendship, determination, and honor, the
novel also offers an endearing set of jovial characters and vivid imagery. Furthermore, the novel is the first
book in Verne’s distinguished Voyages Extraordinaires series. The adventure begins when Dr. Samuel
Fergusson attempts to devise a mechanism to allow him to travel across the unexplored regions of Africa, an
objective that many before him have tried and failed. Dr. Fergusson continues to put forward his calculations
on just how the trip is to be carried out, including details on the how the balloon filled with hydrogen would
work. The journey across Africa in itself presents quite the challenge, let alone attempting the dangerous
expedition on an ingenious invention never before tested. Subsequently, he sets out on the daring escapade
together with his trusted servant Joe and his friend Richard Kennedy, as they aim to traverse the continent
from the east to the west coast. Although much of their time is spent on observing the scenery, landscape,
and general interior of Africa, the contrasting trio also falls subject to the many threats that can be expected
on such a valiant trip. Consequently, the group must escape a variety of setbacks including rescuing a
missionary from a sacrificial ritual, prevailing over an attack by vultures, and organizing a rescue mission for
one of their own companions. In addition to offering a gripping tale of bold travel and innovative
transportation, Verne also adds historical detail to the novel, as he gives detailed descriptions and references
to various exploratory expeditions into Africa by notable explorers of the time including Sir Richard Burton,
John Hanning Speke, and Heinrich Barth. The novel also confirms Verne’s scientific aptitude and vast
imagination, as he offers plausible and thorough calculations, which set the premise for the author’s other
scientifically formulated works. A piece rich in description, Five Weeks in a Balloon is a definite must-read
for those who wish to experience Verne’s early contribution to the world of fiction. Includes unique
illustrations!
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From reader reviews:

Jaleesa Greenwood:

This Five Weeks in a Balloon book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will
get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Five Weeks in a
Balloon without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing.
Don't become worry Five Weeks in a Balloon can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Five
Weeks in a Balloon having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Kristy Lange:

This book untitled Five Weeks in a Balloon to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, here
is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular
book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason
for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Kelly Livingston:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Five Weeks in a Balloon, you may enjoy both.
It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen
its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

John Sorrells:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
spirit or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Five Weeks in a Balloon can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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