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How did the constitutional framers envision the role of religion in American public life? Did they think that
the government had the right to advance or support religion and religious activities? Or did they believe that
the two realms should remain forever separate? Throughout American history, scholars, Supreme Court
justices, and members of the American public have debated these questions. The debate continues to have
significance in the present day, especially in regard to public schools, government aid to sectarian education,
and the use of public property for religious symbols.

In this book, Derek Hamilton Davis offers the first comprehensive examination of the role of religion in the
proceedings, theories, ideas, and goals of the Continental Congress. Those who argue that the United States
was founded as a" Christian Nation" have made much of the religiosity of the founders, particularly asit was
manifested in the ritual invocations of aclearly Christian God as well as in the adoption of practices such as
government-sanctioned days of fasting and thanksgiving, prayers and preaching before legidative bodies,
and the appointments of chaplains to the Army. Davis looks at the fifteen-year experience of the Continental
Congress (1774-1789) and arrives at a contrary conclusion: namely, that the revolutionaries did not seek to
entrench religion in the federal state. Congress'sreligious activities, he shows, expressed a genuine but often
unreflective popular piety. Indeed, the whole point of the revolution was to distinguish society, the peoplein
its sovereign majesty, from its government. A religious people would jealously guard its own sovereignty
and the sovereignty of God by preventing republican rulers from pretending to any authority over religion.
The ideathat a modern nation could be premised on expressly theological foundations, Davis argues, was
utterly antithetical to the thinking of most revolutionaries.
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From reader reviews:
William L eighty:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these peopl e survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for awhileis
reading. Y eah, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Religion and the Continental
Congress, 1774-1789: Contributions to Original Intent (Religion in America) book as basic and daily reading
e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Catherine Riddle:

The book Religion and the Continental Congress, 1774-1789: Contributions to Original Intent (Religion in
America) will bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the ideais
very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book Religion and
the Continental Congress, 1774-1789: Contributions to Original Intent (Religion in America) is much
recommended to you you just read. Y ou can aso get the e-book through the official web site, so you can
easier to read the book.

Sherry Holsey:

The book Religion and the Continental Congress, 1774-1789: Contributions to Original Intent (Religion in
America) hasalot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was
written by the very famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. That book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Marianne Button:

Religion and the Continental Congress, 1774-1789: Contributionsto Original Intent (Religion in America)
can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide
has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing
Religion and the Continental Congress, 1774-1789: Contributions to Original Intent (Religion in America)
nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of
crucial considering.
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