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Raymond Aron's 1955 masterpiece The Opium of the Intellectuals, is one of the great works of twentieth-
century political reflection. Aron shows how noble ideas can slide into the tyranny of "secular religion" and
emphasizes how political thought has the profound responsibility of telling the truth about social and
political reality-in all its mundane imperfections and tragic complexities.

Aron explodes the three "myths" of radical thought: the Left, the Revolution, and the Proletariat. Each of
these ideas, Aron shows, are ideological, mystifying rather than illuminating. He also provides a fascinating
sociology of intellectual life and a powerful critique of historical determinism in the classically restrained
prose for which he is justly famous.

For this new edition, prepared by Daniel J. Mahoney and Brian C. Anderson as part of Transaction's ongoing
"Aron Project," political scientist Harvey Mansfield provides a luminous introduction that underscores the
permanent relevance of Aron's work. The new edition also includes as an appendix "Fanaticism, Prudence,
and Faith," a remarkable essay that Aron wrote to defend Opium from its critics and to explain further his
view of the proper role of political thinking. The book will be of interest to all students of political theory,
history, and sociology.
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From reader reviews:

Stuart Ross:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve The Opium of the Intellectuals will make you
to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But
some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might
be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Ora Barbour:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Opium of the Intellectuals as the
daily resource information.

Bryce Adams:

The publication untitled The Opium of the Intellectuals is the publication that recommended to you to learn.
You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when
write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly
get the e-book of The Opium of the Intellectuals from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Richard Harden:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has
reading's soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the
library. They go to generally there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through
is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated.
Book is very important for you. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish
for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Opium of the Intellectuals can
make you feel more interested to read.
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