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The men-of-war in which Anson went to sea were built mostly of oak. They were painted externally yellow,
with a blue stripe round the upper works. Internally, they were painted red. They carried cannon on one, two,
or three decks according to their size. The biggest ships carried a hundred cannon and nearly a thousand
men. The ship in which this famous voyage was made was of the middle size, then called the fourth-rate. She
carried sixty cannon, and a crew of four hundred men. Her lower gun deck, a little above the level of the
water, was about 140 feet long. She was of about a thousand tons burthen.

Though this seems small to us, it is not small for a wooden ship. It is not possible to build a long wooden
ship. The Centurion, though short, was broad, bulky, and deep. She was fit for the sea. As she was built more
to carry cannon than to sail, she was a slow sailer. She became slower as the barnacles gathered on her
planks under the water. She carried three wooden masts, each fitted with two or three square sails, extended
by wooden yards. Both yards and masts were frequently injured in bad weather.

The cannon were arranged in rows along her decks. On the lower gun deck, a little above the level of the
water, she carried twenty-six twenty-four-pounders, thirteen on a side. These guns were muzzle-loading
cannon which flung twenty-four-pound balls for a distance of about a mile. On the deck above this chief
battery, she carried a lighter battery of twenty-six nine- or twelve-pounder guns, thirteen on a side. These
guns were also muzzle-loading. They flung their balls for a distance of a little more than a mile.

On the quarter-deck, the poop, the forecastle, and aloft in the tops (the strong platforms on the masts), were
lighter guns, throwing balls of from a half to six pounds' weight. {viii} Some of the lightest guns were
mounted on swivels, so that they could be easily pointed in any direction. All the guns were clumsy
weapons. They could not be aimed with any nicety. The iron round shot fired from them did not fit the bores
of the pieces. The gun-carriages were clumsy, and difficult to move. Even when the carriage had been so
moved that the gun was accurately trained, and when the gun itself had been raised or depressed till it was
accurately pointed, the gunner could not tell how much the ball would wobble in the bore before it left the
muzzle. For these reasons all the effective sea-fights were fought at close range, from within a quarter of a
mile of the target to close alongside. At a close range, the muskets and small-arms could be used with effect.

The broadside cannon pointed through square portholes cut in the ship's sides. The ports were fitted with
heavy wooden lids which could be tightly closed when necessary. In bad weather, the lower-deck gun ports
could not be opened without danger of swamping the ship. Sometimes, when the lower-deck guns were
fought in a gale, the men stood knee deep in water.

To be continue in this ebook..................................................................................

 Download A Voyage Round the World: In the years MDCCXL, I, ...pdf

 Read Online A Voyage Round the World: In the years MDCCXL, I ...pdf

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00OP4I838
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00OP4I838
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00OP4I838
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00OP4I838
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00OP4I838
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00OP4I838
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00OP4I838
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00OP4I838




Download and Read Free Online A Voyage Round the World: In the years MDCCXL, I, II, III, IV
George Anson

From reader reviews:

Patricia Rhee:

This A Voyage Round the World: In the years MDCCXL, I, II, III, IV book is just not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you
will get. This A Voyage Round the World: In the years MDCCXL, I, II, III, IV without we comprehend
teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry A Voyage
Round the World: In the years MDCCXL, I, II, III, IV can bring once you are and not make your case space
or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This A
Voyage Round the World: In the years MDCCXL, I, II, III, IV having excellent arrangement in word along
with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Edna Kissel:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline A Voyage
Round the World: In the years MDCCXL, I, II, III, IV suitable to you? The particular book was written by
famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled A Voyage Round the World: In the years MDCCXL, I, II,
III, IVis the main of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women
in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The
author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world with this book.

Eddie Drennan:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this A
Voyage Round the World: In the years MDCCXL, I, II, III, IV, you are able to tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Ronnie Correa:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know that
little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your own



personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims A Voyage Round the World: In
the years MDCCXL, I, II, III, IV.
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