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ABOUT THE BOOK

Life Upon These Shores tells the story of the evolution of life for African-American people in America,
starting with the first known Africans to land in the New World in 1513 and concluding with the election of
President Barack Obama in 2008.

In creating this book Gates and his assistants meticulously combed through over 400 years worth of
documents and artifacts. Gates particularly wanted to include as much information as he could about some of
the lesser known figures of African American history, in order to tell as accurate and wide-sweeping a story
as possible. Life Upon These Shores contains many stories of significant black women and men who worked
hard to improve life for themselves and for black people everywhere, but are not necessarily remembered in
most history books. The book is also filled with hundreds of pictures of these people, their achievements, and
the frequent tragic results of racist antagonism.

MEET THE AUTHOR

Alexandra Townsend is a recent graduate of the University of Vermont. She enjoys learning and writing
about feminism, LGBT stuff, comic books, fairy tales, and tons of other things.

EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK

Life Upon These Shores begins by discussing the origins of slavery and the scant accounts we have of the
first black people to ever arrive in the Americas. Gates then delves into the evolution of the slave trade, its
causes, structure, and alternative labor systems that were first considered. The lives of the occasional free
blacks are compared with those of slaves and examples are given from both categories of people who were
able to achieve amazing things despite the racism they faced.

Gates explains the important role that African Americans had during the Revolutionary War, as many of
them fought on both sides despite still being enslaved. This conflict became part of a larger fight for liberty
after the war as African Americans and white abolitionists throughout the country worked tirelessly for
nearly a century to try and gain freedom for black people. This fight for justice eventually led to the Civil
War. Unfortunately, although the conclusion of the war gave freedom to all African Americans and the right
to vote to black men, black people still found that their rights were frequently denied and infringed upon.
Lynch mobs became common, particularly in the South and few black people could hope to achieve
prosperous lives. This led to a long, hard struggle to fight against the evils of racism and the increasingly
common segregation policies that were being established around the country.
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From reader reviews:

Crystal McMullen:

The book Quicklet on Henry Louis Gates Jr.'s Life Upon These Shores: Looking at African American
History, 1513-2008 can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we
leave the best thing like a book Quicklet on Henry Louis Gates Jr.'s Life Upon These Shores: Looking at
African American History, 1513-2008? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim
that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Quicklet on Henry Louis Gates Jr.'s Life Upon These Shores: Looking at African American
History, 1513-2008 has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
look the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Mitchell:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important usually. The book Quicklet on Henry Louis Gates Jr.'s Life Upon These Shores:
Looking at African American History, 1513-2008 was making you to know about other understanding and of
course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve Quicklet on Henry Louis
Gates Jr.'s Life Upon These Shores: Looking at African American History, 1513-2008 is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you experience bored. You can spend
your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book Quicklet on Henry
Louis Gates Jr.'s Life Upon These Shores: Looking at African American History, 1513-2008. You never
really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Walter Rojas:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have read.
In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act like you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Quicklet on Henry Louis Gates Jr.'s Life Upon These Shores: Looking at African American History, 1513-
2008 will give you new experience in reading through a book.

Clayton Johnson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You



can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Quicklet on Henry Louis Gates Jr.'s Life Upon These Shores: Looking at African American
History, 1513-2008 when you essential it?
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