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Over the years I have often been asked by unpublished writers how they should go about finding a publisher.
I am also often asked the question, ‘what should I write about.’ And, whilst that is irritating; the chief reason
being, ‘That’s your job,’ it is still a good question. (The main thing a writer has to do is to have the idea in
the first place.) The answer, of course, is something that other people, your readers, will want to buy and
then read and there are very simple ways to find out what that might be. To start with a writer has to consider
their reader and what interests them. Can you come up with a book idea that will appeal to an 80 year old
lady, a fifteen year old boy, a 25-year old girl and a middle aged man all at the same time? Because that is
what you need to do, find as wide an audience as possible. Books about left handed, Norwegian badminton
players will not enjoy big sales (with apologies to them) A couple of years ago I was in a small, artistic town
in South Africa and found myself at a table of half a dozen would-be writers who were all asking me those
same questions, and more. And I had the answers because there are professional techniques and habits that a
writer must adopt and over the years it seems I have adopted them, possibly without realising it. Somebody
then said, ‘you should be teaching this. We don’t know any of this, no wonder I can’t get a reply from a
publisher.’ And this made me stop to think for a while. He was right, they didn’t know any of this, but it was
actually all quite simple. He was just doing all the wrong things. No wonder he couldn’t get a reply from a
publisher indeed, I thought to myself, if that is how he is approaching them. ‘And with that subject matter?’
(Lesson number one – Nobody is really interested in your own life story. Unless you are Nelson Mandela.)
So I began to explain how to find an idea that a top publisher might be interested in commissioning. A
subject they would see they could sell to as many people as possible. The questions kept coming and I began
to start thinking that maybe I should offer a professional writer’s workshop and start sharing all this inside
knowledge with as many people as possible. But one thing prevented me. It was fear! I was afraid that no-
one would turn up or be interested in what I had to say. The same thing that most writers are afraid of. So I
asked my long time friend and illustrator Ama Page, who is usually quite blunt with her advice, ‘What would
you say if I set up a writer’s workshop and started sharing the tips, techniques and habits I have picked up
over the years,’ I expected her to say something along the lines of, ‘don’t you think that’s a bit self indulgent
or presumptuous.’ Or perhaps, ‘hark at you Mr Know-It-All, but instead she replied, ‘What would I say? It’s
about bloody time too is what I would say.’ That took me by surprise. ‘Are you sure,’ I said, ‘would anybody
really turn up?’ ‘They better do,’ she told me. ‘After all, you know how it all works.’ And I suppose I do.
After fifteen years of working with Random House, Harper Collins and, for the larger part, Penguin Books I
must have picked up something along the way. So, I had been firmly encouraged to share my experiences as
a professional writer with those who would like to also follow that particular path. Now, with ten successful
workshops behind me, I have also been encouraged, by others, to share those experiences on a much wider
scale by releasing what are essentially the workshop notes that I give to all my writers (as I like to call them)
in the form of this paperback. I can only now hope this encourages you to develop the correct habits and to
target the paying markets in a professional way. In 28,000 words time (that’s about 2 hours reading time and
one month of writing time) you should certainly be better equipped to do so. Albert Jack
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From reader reviews:

Beth Ritchey:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move, shopping,
or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book called Want to be a Writer?: Then do it Properly!?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with
your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional
opinion?

Grace Godwin:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Want to be a Writer?: Then do it
Properly!. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet sources or
other social media.

Stephen Rael:

The guide with title Want to be a Writer?: Then do it Properly! contains a lot of information that you can find
out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information
that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to be
aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the
the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Paulette Wang:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Want to be a Writer?: Then do
it Properly!.
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