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When eight-year-old Lucrezia Orsina Vizzana (1590–1662) entered one of the preeminent convents in
Bologna in 1598, she had no idea what cloistered life had in store for her. Thanks to clandestine instruction
from a local maestro di cappella—and despite the church hierarchy’s vehement opposition to all convent
music—Vizzana became the star of the convent, composing works so thoroughly modern and expressive that
a recent critic described them as “historical treasures.” But at the very moment when Vizzana’s works
appeared in 1623—she would be the only Bolognese nun ever to publish her music—extraordinary troubles
beset her and her fellow nuns, as episcopal authorities arrived to investigate anonymous allegations of
sisterly improprieties with male members of their order.
           
Craig A. Monson retells the story of Vizzana and the nuns of Santa Cristina to elucidate the role that music
played in the lives of these cloistered women. Gifted singers, instrumentalists, and composers, these nuns
used music not only to forge links with the community beyond convent walls, but also to challenge and
circumvent ecclesiastical authority. Monson explains how the sisters of Santa Cristina—refusing to accept
what the church hierarchy called God’s will and what the nuns perceived as a besmirching of their
honor—fought back with words and music, and when these proved futile, with bricks, roof tiles, and stones.
These women defied one Bolognese archbishop after another, cardinals in Rome, and even the pope himself,
until threats of excommunication and abandonment by their families brought them to their knees twenty-five
years later. By then, Santa Cristina’s imaginative but frail composer literally had been driven mad by the
conflict.
           
Monson’s fascinating narrative relies heavily on the words of its various protagonists, on both sides of the
cloister wall, who emerge vividly as imaginative, independent-minded, and not always sympathetic figures.
In restoring the musically gifted Lucrezia Orsina Vizzana to history, Monson introduces readers to the full
range of captivating characters who played their parts in seventeenth-century convent life.
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From reader reviews:

Travis Wysocki:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for all of us. The book Divas in the Convent: Nuns, Music, and Defiance in
Seventeenth-Century Italy has been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book Divas in the Convent: Nuns, Music, and
Defiance in Seventeenth-Century Italy is not only giving you far more new information but also to be your
friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship together with the book Divas in the Convent: Nuns, Music, and Defiance in Seventeenth-
Century Italy. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Kimberly Dyson:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Divas in the
Convent: Nuns, Music, and Defiance in Seventeenth-Century Italy suitable to you? The actual book was
written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled Divas in the Convent: Nuns, Music, and
Defiance in Seventeenth-Century Italyis the main of several books which everyone read now. That book was
inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that
you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily
to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Mary Benoit:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual
more imaginative. When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Divas in the Convent: Nuns, Music, and Defiance in Seventeenth-Century Italy, it is
possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre,
make them reading a e-book.

Virginia Kang:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be learn.
Divas in the Convent: Nuns, Music, and Defiance in Seventeenth-Century Italy can be your answer because



it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.
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