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First published in 2008, and now commanding high prices second-hand, Taryn Simon’s An American Index
of the Hidden and Unfamiliar reveals objects, sites and spaces that are integral to America’s foundation,
mythology or daily functioning, but which remain inaccessible or unknown to a public audience. To make
the more than 60 large-format photographs often required protracted negotiations before Simon was granted
access to the sites. When circumstances permitted, she photographed with a large-format camera and careful
lighting, emphatically not following the tradition of the journalistic snapshot. The photographs include
radioactive containers in a storage facility for nuclear waste; the recreational facility of a high-security
prison; the headquarters of the Ku Klux Klan with its Wizards, Night Hawks and Kleagles; a Scientology
seminar room; MOUT, a facade city in Kentucky built as a training ground for urban warfare; the sealed-off
halls of the CIA headquarters; a high-security research institute studying animal epidemics; and an operating
room in which a Palestinian woman had her hymen (and thus her virginity) restored. Each image is
accompanied by a brief text written by the artist, that precisely explains what is seen and why it is hidden or
off-limits. Although An American Index of the Hidden and Unfamiliar forces us to confront the darker side
of democratic society, it also conveys the fascination that attends the exploration of forbidden territories.
Taryn Simon was born in New York in 1975. She has produced several books of photography and writing,
including Contraband, The Innocents and A Living Man Declared Dead and Other Chapters. Other subjects
documented by Simon include feuding families in Brazil, victims of genocide in Bosnia and the body double
of Saddam Hussein’s son Uday.
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From reader reviews:

Arnold Grigg:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Taryn Simon: An American Index of the Hidden and Unfamiliar. Try
to the actual book Taryn Simon: An American Index of the Hidden and Unfamiliar as your good friend. It
means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter
than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can
know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this
book.

Erica Dennis:

The book Taryn Simon: An American Index of the Hidden and Unfamiliar can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like
a book Taryn Simon: An American Index of the Hidden and Unfamiliar? Some of you have a different
opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right
now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each
other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Taryn Simon: An American Index of the Hidden and
Unfamiliar has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the
enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Clarine Davidson:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Taryn Simon: An American Index
of the Hidden and Unfamiliar that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but
for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your
good habit, you may pick Taryn Simon: An American Index of the Hidden and Unfamiliar become your
current starter.

Mark Adair:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This guide Taryn Simon: An American Index of the Hidden and Unfamiliar was filled in
relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can



really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.
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