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In the tradition of David McCullough’s grand histories, the sweeping story of one man’s quest to build the
fastest, finest ocean liner in history—set against the politics, culture, and enterprise of twentieth century
America.

The story of a great American builder.

At the peak of his power, in the 1940s and 1950s, William Francis Gibbs was considered America’s best
naval architect.

His quest to build the finest, fastest, most beautiful ocean liner of his time, the S.S. United States, was a topic
of national fascination. When completed in 1952, the ship was hailed as a technological masterpiece at a time
when “made in America” meant the best.

Gibbs was an American original, on par with John Roebling of the Brooklyn Bridge and Frank Lloyd Wright
of Fallingwater. Forced to drop out of Harvard following his family’s sudden financial ruin, he overcame
debilitating shyness and lack of formal training to become the visionary creator of some of the finest ships in
history. He spent forty years dreaming of the ship that became the S.S. United States.

William Francis Gibbs was driven, relentless, and committed to excellence. He loved his ship, the idea of it,
and the realization of it, and he devoted himself to making it the epitome of luxury travel during the
triumphant post–World War II era. Biographer Steven Ujifusa brilliantly describes the way Gibbs worked
and how his vision transformed an industry. A Man and His Ship is a tale of ingenuity and enterprise, a truly
remarkable journey on land and sea.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Dunn:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled A Man and His Ship: America's Greatest Naval Architect and His Quest to
Build the S.S. United States. Try to make the book A Man and His Ship: America's Greatest Naval Architect
and His Quest to Build the S.S. United States as your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when
you experience alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by
the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Ila Robinette:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible A Man and
His Ship: America's Greatest Naval Architect and His Quest to Build the S.S. United States? Maybe it is for
being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's
book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Christine Hook:

The book A Man and His Ship: America's Greatest Naval Architect and His Quest to Build the S.S. United
States give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book A Man and His Ship: America's Greatest Naval
Architect and His Quest to Build the S.S. United States being your habit, you can get much more advantages,
like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to
know everything if you like wide open and read a guide A Man and His Ship: America's Greatest Naval
Architect and His Quest to Build the S.S. United States. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Timothy Pace:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this A Man and His Ship: America's Greatest
Naval Architect and His Quest to Build the S.S. United States book written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then
you still doubt A Man and His Ship: America's Greatest Naval Architect and His Quest to Build the S.S.
United States as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one book that can



break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!?
Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more
sixth sense.
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