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Exploring the hero's journey as a metaphor for spiritual evolution in The Epic of Gilgamesh, Homer's Iliad,
and Virgil's Aeneid, and focusing in particular on the relationship of the hero to one or more "second selves,”
or ater egos, Van Nortwick demonstrates how the poems address central and enduring truths about human
life: that the exertion of heroic will in pursuit of glory can lead to aienation from one's own deepest self and
that spiritual wholeness can only be achieved through confrontation with what appears at first to be the very
negation of the self. Though addressing issues of interest to classical scholars the book offers an
interpretation of the poems which is accessible to students and to others interested in how imaginative
constructs reflect life. Because the hero's journey forms the backbone of each poem, the discussion also
serves as an introduction to the central themes and historical evolution of ancient epic. An extensive
annotated list of sources suggests avenues for further exploration of the ideas raised in the book, and a
bibliographical essay aimed at scholars discusses relationship of the book's argument to previous scholarship
on the poems.
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From reader reviews:
Ann Fout:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
usto know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read abook. They are redly
reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem aswell as
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Somewhere | Have Never Travelled: The Second Self and the
Hero's Journey in Ancient Epic.

Destiny Hunt:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It isagood choice for you but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Somewhere | Have Never
Travelled: The Second Self and the Hero's Journey in Ancient Epic is our recommendation to make you keep
up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

James Brown:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become alife style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy
read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Somewhere | Have Never
Travelled: The Second Self and the Hero's Journey in Ancient Epic is kind of book which is giving the
reader capricious experience.

Donna Willeford:

Y ou can obtain this Somewhere | Have Never Travelled: The Second Self and the Hero's Journey in Ancient
Epic by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you
get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed and
also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking from your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
revise. Let'stry to choose correct ways for you.
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