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In this remarkable book historian Daniel James presents the gripping, poignant life-story of Doña María
Roldán, a woman who lived and worked for six decades in the meatpacking community of Berisso,
Argentina. A union activist and fervent supporter of Juan and Eva Perón, Doña María’s evocative testimony
prompts James to analyze the promise and problematic nature of using oral sources for historical research.
The book thus becomes both fascinating narrative and methodological inquiry.
Doña María’s testimony is grounded in both the local context (based on the author’s thirteen years of
historical and ethnographic research in Berisso) and a broader national narrative. In this way, it differs from
the dominant genre of women’s testimonial literature, and much recent ethnographic work in Latin America,
which have often neglected historical and communal contextualization in order to celebrate individual
agency and self-construction. James examines in particular the ways that gender influences Doña María’s
representation of her story. He is careful to acknowledge that oral history challenges the historian to sort
through complicated sets of motivations and desires—the historian’s own wish to uncover “the truth” of an
informant’s life and the interviewee’s hope to make sense of her or his past and encode it with myths of the
self. This work is thus James’s effort to present his research and his relationship with Doña María with both
theoretical sophistication and recognition of their mutual affection.
While written by a historian, Doña María’s Story also engages with concerns drawn from such disciplines as
anthropology, cultural studies, and literary criticism. It will be especially appreciated by those involved in
oral, Latin American, and working-class history.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Roth:

This Doña María's Story: Life History, Memory, and Political Identity (Latin America Otherwise) tend to be
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Doña María's Story:
Life History, Memory, and Political Identity (Latin America Otherwise) can be one of the great books you
must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with information that
might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Doña María's Story: Life History,
Memory, and Political Identity (Latin America Otherwise) forcing you to have an enormous of experience
like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Janice Smith:

The actual book Doña María's Story: Life History, Memory, and Political Identity (Latin America
Otherwise) will bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is
very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Doña María's
Story: Life History, Memory, and Political Identity (Latin America Otherwise) is much recommended to you
to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Theodore Dubose:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Doña María's Story: Life History, Memory, and
Political Identity (Latin America Otherwise) can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know.
You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Terry McConnell:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching
for the Doña María's Story: Life History, Memory, and Political Identity (Latin America Otherwise) when
you needed it?
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