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The chief art critic for The New York Times on the creative impulse that emerges in all of us when we realize
that the art of making art starts with the art of living.

Michael Kimmelman, the prominent New York Times writer and a regular contributor to The New York
Review of Books, is known as a deep and graceful writer across the disciplines of art and music and also as a
pianist who understands something about the artist's sensibility from the inside. Readers have come to expect
him not only to fill in their knowledge about art but also to inspire them to think about connections between
art and the larger world--which is to say, to think more like an artist. Kimmelman's many years of
contemplating and writing about art have brought him to this wise, wide-ranging, and long-awaited book.

It explores art as life's great passion, revealing what we can learn of life through pictures and sculptures and
the people who make them. It assures us that art--points of contact with the exceptional that are linked
straight to the heart--can be found almost anywhere and everywhere if only our eyes are opened enough to
recognize it. Kimmelman regards art, like all serious human endeavors, as a passage through which a larger
view of life may come more clearly into focus. His book is a kind of adventure or journey.

It carries the message that many of us may not yet have learned how to recognize the art in our own lives. To
do so is something of an art itself. A few of the characters Kimmelman describes, like Bonnard and Chardin,
are great artists. But others are explorers and obscure obsessives, paint-by-numbers enthusiasts, amateur
shutterbugs, and collectors of strange odds and ends. Yet others, like Charlotte Solomon, a girl whom no one
considered much of an artist but who secretly created a masterpiece about the world before her death in
Auschwitz, have reserved spots for themselves in history, or not, with a single work that encapsulates a
whole life.

Kimmelman reminds us of the Wunderkammer, the cabinet of wonders--the rage in seventeenth-century
Europe and a metaphor for the art of life. Each drawer of the cabinet promises something curious and exotic,
instructive and beautiful, the cabinet being a kind of ideal, self-contained universe that makes order out of
the chaos of the world. The Accidental Masterpiece is a kind of literary Wunderkammer, filled with lively
surprises and philosophical musings. It will inspire readers to imagine their own personal cabinet of wonders.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Goodson:

The book untitled The Accidental Masterpiece: On the Art of Life and Vice Versa contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author
provides you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading
your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Gary Johnson:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is The Accidental Masterpiece: On the Art of Life and Vice Versa this reserve
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented
just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable
all of you.

Jerry Bonner:

This The Accidental Masterpiece: On the Art of Life and Vice Versa is brand-new way for you who has
attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The
Accidental Masterpiece: On the Art of Life and Vice Versa can be the light food for you because the
information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the form which
can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in publication form make
them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea!
Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.

Rebecca Muldoon:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. In
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
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