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Thurgood Marshall's extraordinary contribution to civil rights and overcoming racism is more topical than
ever, as the national debate on race and the overturning of affirmative action policies make headlines
nationwide. Howard Ball, author of eighteen books on the Supreme Court and the federal judiciary, has done
copious research for this incisive biography to present an authoritative portrait of Marshall the jurist.

Born to a middle-class black family in "Jim Crow" Baltimore at the turn of the century, Marshall's race
informed his worldview from an early age. He was rejected by the University of Maryland Law School
because of the color of his skin. He then attended Howard University's Law School, where his racial
consciousness was awakened by the brilliant lawyer and activist Charlie Houston. Marshall suddenly knew
what he wanted to be: a civil rights lawyer, one of Houston's "social engineers." As the chief attorney for the
NAACP, he developed the strategy for the legal challenge to racial discrimination. His soaring achievements
and his lasting impact on the nation's legal system--as the NAACP's advocate, as a federal appeals court
judge, as President Lyndon Johnson's solicitor general, and finally as the first African American Supreme
Court Justice--are symbolized by Brown v. Board of Education, the landmark case that ended legal
segregation in public schools.

Using race as the defining theme, Ball spotlights Marshall's genius in working within the legal system to
further his lifelong commitment to racial equality. With the help of numerous, previously unpublished
sources, Ball presents a lucid account of Marshall's illustrious career and his historic impact on American
civil rights.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Keeler:

In other case, little men and women like to read book A Defiant Life: Thurgood Marshall and the Persistence
of Racism in America. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important the book A Defiant Life: Thurgood Marshall and the Persistence of Racism in
America. You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you
may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could
open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up
to go to the library. Let's study.

Cynthia Bryant:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve A Defiant Life: Thurgood Marshall
and the Persistence of Racism in America will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if
you can know about everything. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It is
not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
suitable book with you?

Cami Raley:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be A Defiant Life: Thurgood Marshall and the Persistence of
Racism in America why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Michael Robinson:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book A Defiant Life: Thurgood Marshall and the Persistence of
Racism in America was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book A Defiant Life:
Thurgood Marshall and the Persistence of Racism in America has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there.
So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to
choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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