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Barbara Lebrun traces the evolution of 'protest' music in France since 1981, exploring the contradictions that
emerge when artists who take their musical production and political commitment 'seriously’, cross over to the
mainstream, becoming profitable and consensual. Contestation is understood as a discourse shaped by the
assumptions and practices of artists, producers, the media and audiences, for whom it makes sense to reject
politically reactionary ideas and the dominant taste for commercia pop. Placing music in its economic,
historical and ideological context, however, reveals the fragility and instability of these oppositions. The
book firstly concentrates on music production in France, the rel ationships between independent labels, major
companies and the state's cultural policies. This section provides the material background for understanding
the development of rock alternatif, France's self-styled 'subversive' genre of the 1980s, and explains the
specificity of a'protest’ music culture in late-twentieth-century France, in relation to the genre's tradition in
the West. The second part looks at representations of a'protest’ identity in relation to discourses of national
identity, focusing on two 1990s sub-genres. The first, chanson néo-réaliste, contests modernity through the
use of acoustic instruments, but its nostalgic 'protest' raises questions about the artists real engagement with
the present. The second, rock métis, borrows from North African and Latino rhythms and challenges the
'neutral’ Frenchness of the Republic, while advocating multiculturalism in problematic ways. A discussion of
Manu Chao's career, a French artist who has achieved success abroad, also allows an exploration of the
relationship between transnationalism and anti-globalization politics. Finaly, the book examines the
audiences of French 'protest' music and considers festivals as places of 'non-mainstream’ identity negotiation.
Based on first-hand interviews, this section highlights the vocabulary of emations that audiences use to make
sense of an 'dlternative’ performance, unveiling the contradictions that underpin their self-definition as
participantsin a'protest' culture. The book contributes to debates on the cultural production of 'resistance’
and the representation of post-colonial identities, uncovering the social constructedness of the discourse of
'protest’ in France. It pays attention to its nation-specific character while offering a wider reflection on the
fluidity of 'subversive' identities, with potential applications across a range of Western music practices.
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From reader reviews:
Dennis Stclair:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for awhileisreading. Y ep,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Protest Music in France:
Production, Identity and Audiences (Ashgate Popular and Folk Music Series) book as nice and daily reading
book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Curtis Graham:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading behavior
giveyou lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Protest Music in France:
Production, Identity and Audiences (Ashgate Popular and Folk Music Series) iskind of guide whichis
giving the reader unstable experience.

Dennis M ock:

Often the book Protest Music in France: Production, Identity and Audiences (Ashgate Popular and Folk
Music Series) has alot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of help. The book
was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of
book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Flor Rieke;

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Protest Music in France: Production, Identity and Audiences
(Ashgate Popular and Folk Music Series) why because the great cover that make you consider with regards
to the content will not disappoint you. Theinside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading
6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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