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Did Chinese mysticism vanish after itsfirst appearance in ancient Taoist philosophy, to surface only after a
thousand years had passed, when the Chinese had adapted Buddhism to their own culture? This first
integrated survey of the mystical dimension of Taoism disputes the commonly accepted idea of such a hiatus.
Covering the period from the Daode jing to the end of the Tang, Livia Kohn reveals an often misunderstood
Chinese mystical tradition that continued through the ages. Influenced by but ultimately independent of
Buddhism, it took forms more various than the quietistic withdrawal of Laozi or the sudden enlightenment of
the Chan Buddhists. On the basis of a new theoretical evaluation of mysticism, this study analyzesthe
relationship between philosophical and religious Taoism and between Buddhism and the native Chinese
tradition. Kohn shows how the quietistic and socially oriented Daode jing was combined with the ecstatic
and individualistic mysticism of the Zhuangzi, with immortality beliefs and practices, and with Buddhist
insight meditation, mind analysis, and doctrines of karma and retribution. She goes on to demonstrate that
Chinese mysticism, a complex synthesis by the late Six Dynasties, reached its zenith in the Tang, laying the
foundations for later developments in the Song traditions of Inner Alchemy, Chan Buddhism, and Neo-
Confucianism.
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From reader reviews:
LucilleRoller:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their timeto read abook. They are redly reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Early Chinese Mysticism : Philosophy and Soteriology in the
Taoist Tradition.

Marie Avis:

Often the book Early Chinese Mysticism : Philosophy and Soteriology in the Taoist Tradition has alot
associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of gain. The book was written by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read
you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Wilma Shay:

With this erawhich is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
have to doisjust spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess alook at some books. One
of the books in the top record in your reading list is actually Early Chinese Mysticism : Philosophy and
Soteriology in the Taoist Tradition. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you
closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.

Mary Mohammad:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By areserve we can know
everything we want. A book is agroup of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide Early Chinese Mysticism : Philosophy and Soteriology in the Taoist Tradition was
filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book,
you can feel enjoy to read aguide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book which you
wanted.
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