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Though John Updike is widely known as one of America’s greatest writers of prose, both his first book and
his last were poetry collections, and in the fifty years between he published six other volumes of verse. Now,
six years after his death, Christopher Carduff has selected the best from Updike’s lifework in poetry: 129
witty and intimate poems that, when read together in the order of their composition, take on the quality of an
unfolding verse-diary.

Among these poems are precocious undergraduate efforts (including the previously unpublished “Coming
into New York”), frequently anthologized midcareer classics (“Seagulls,” “Seven Stanzas at Easter,” “Dog’s
Death”), and dozens of later works in a form that Updike made his own, the blank-verse sonnet. The poems
range from metaphysical epigrams and devotional poems to lyrical odes to rot, growth, and healing; from
meditations on Roman portrait busts and the fleshy canvases of Lucian Freud to observations on sash cords,
postage stamps, and hand tools; from several brief episodes in family history to a pair of long
autobiographical poems, the antic and eclectic “Midpoint,” written at age thirty-five, and the elegiac
masterpiece “Endpoint,” completed just before his death at seventy-six. The variety of the work is
astonishing, the craftsmanship always of the highest caliber.

Art, science, popular culture, foreign travel, erotic love, the beauty of the man-made and the God-given
worlds—these recurring topics provided Updike ever-surprising occasions for wonder and matchless verbal
invention. His Selected Poems is, as Brad Leithauser writes in his introduction, a celebration of American
life in the second half of the twentieth century: “No other writer of his time captured so much of this passing
pageant. And that he did so with brio and delight and nimbleness is another reason to celebrate our noble
celebrant.”
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Marburger:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has different
type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading whatever
they get because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like examining a book?
Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you
will require this Selected Poems.

Steve Teegarden:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Selected Poems that give your
enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said
as the means for people to know world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't
be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick
Selected Poems become your own starter.

Joyce Washington:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Selected Poems guide written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read
the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Selected Poems as good book not only by the cover
but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you
still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Quentin Taylor:

You will get this Selected Poems by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be
your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only
simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era
like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
own personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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