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A VIVID AND FASCINATING LOOK AT AMERICAN HISTORY THROUGH THE PRISM OF THE
COUNTRY’SMOST STORIED HIGHWAY, THE BOSTON POST ROAD

During its evolution from Indian trails to modern interstates, the Boston Post Road, a system of over-land
routes between New Y ork City and Boston, has carried not just travelers and mail but the march of American
history itself. Eric Jaffe captures the progress of people and culture along the road through four centuries,
from its earliest days as the king of England’ s “best highway” to the current era.

Centuries before the telephone, radio, or Internet, the Boston Post Road was the primary conduit of
America s prosperity and growth. News, rumor, political intrigue, financial transactions, and personal
missives traveled with increasing rapidity, as did people from every walk of life.

From post riders bearing the alarms of revolution, to coaches carrying George Washington on his first
presidential tour, to railroads transporting soldiers to the Civil War, the Boston Post Road has been essential
to the political, economic, and social development of the United States.

Continuously raised, improved, rerouted, and widened for faster and heavier traffic, the road played a key
role in the advent of newspapers, stagecoach travel, textiles, mass-produced bicycles and guns, commuter
railroads, automobiles—even Manhattan’s modern grid. Many famous Americans traveled the highway, and
it drew the keen attention of such diverse personages as Benjamin Franklin, Franklin D. Roosevelt, P. T.
Barnum, J. P. Morgan, and Robert M oses.

Eric Jaffe weaves this entertaining narrative with a historian’s eye for detail and ajournalist’sflair for
storytelling. A cast of historical figures, celebrated and unknown alike, tells the lost tale of this road.
Revolutionary printer William Goddard created a postal network that united the colonies against the throne.
General Washington struggled to hold the highway during the battle for Manhattan. Levi Pease convinced
Americansto travel by stagecoach until, half a century later, Nathan Hale convinced them to go by train. Abe
Lincoln, still adark-horse candidate in early 1860, embarked on arailroad speaking tour along the route that
clinched the presidency. Bomb builder Lester Barlow, inspired by the Post Road’ s notorious traffic, nearly
sold Congress on a hational system of expressways twenty-five years before the Interstate Highway Act of
1956.



Based on extensive travels of the highway, interviews with people living up and down the road, and primary
sources unearthed from the great libraries between New Y ork City and Boston—including |etters, maps,
contemporaneous newspapers, and long-forgotten government documents—The King's Best Highway isa
delightful read for American history buffs and lovers of narrative everywhere.
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From reader reviews:
Jennifer Shipley:

The e-book untitled The King's Best Highway: The Lost History of the Boston Post Road, the Route That
Made Americais the reserve that recommended to you you just read. Y ou can see the quality of the book
content that will be shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily
to understand. The writer was did alot of study when write the book, and so the information that they share
to you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of The King's Best Highway: The Lost History of
the Boston Post Road, the Route That Made America from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Genia Vanderford:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
King's Best Highway: The Lost History of the Boston Post Road, the Route That Made America your brain
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but
surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one web form
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The The King's Best Highway: The Lost
History of the Boston Post Road, the Route That Made America giving you an additional experience more
than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us
show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are
finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Shirley Eagle:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will getitin e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The King's Best Highway: The Lost History of the
Boston Post Road, the Route That Made America can give you alot of pals because by you taking alook at
this one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend
doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate?
Let's have The King's Best Highway: The Lost History of the Boston Post Road, the Route That Made
America.

Quincy Nelson:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. Y ou
can choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of
book The King's Best Highway: The Lost History of the Boston Post Road, the Route That Made America.
Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and
make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from
one destination for a other place.
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