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Most Americans imagine the Civil War in terms of clear and defined boundaries of freedom and slavery: a
straightforward division between the slave states of Kentucky and Missouri and the free states of Illinois,
Indiana, Ohio, and Kansas. However, residents of these western border states, Abraham Lincoln's home
region, had far more ambiguous identities-and contested political loyalties-than we commonly assume.

In The Rivers Ran Backward, Christopher Phillips sheds light on the fluid political cultures of the "Middle
Border" states during the Civil War era. Far from forming a fixed and static boundary between the North and
South, the border states experienced fierce internal conflicts over their political and social loyalties. White
supremacy and widespread support for the existence of slavery pervaded the "free" states of Ohio, Indiana,
and lllinois, which had much closer economic and cultural ties to the South, while those in Kentucky and
Missouri held little identification with the South except over slavery. Debates raged at every level, from the
individual to the state, in parlors, churches, schools, and public meeting places, among families, neighbors,
and friends. Ultimately, the pervasive violence of the Civil War and the cultural politicsthat raged in its
aftermath proved to be the strongest determining factor in shaping these states' regional identities, leaving an
indelible imprint on the way in which Americans think of themselves and others in the nation.

The Rivers Ran Backward reveals the complex history of the western border states as they struggled with
guestions of nationalism, racial politics, secession, neutrality, loyalty, and even place-as the Civil War tore
the nation, and themselves, apart. In this major work, Phillips shows that the Civil War was more than a
conflict pitting the North against the South, but one within the West that permanently reshaped American
regions.
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From reader reviews:
Donald Hamann:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy individual ? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
freetime? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question
mainly because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, itis
proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular The Rivers Ran Backward:
The Civil War and the Remaking of the American Middle Border to read.

Raymond Bryan:

The reason? Because this The Rivers Ran Backward: The Civil War and the Remaking of the American
Middle Border is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter
it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who
write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method
but still convey the meaning entirely. So, it isgood for you because of not hesitating having this any more or
you going to regret it. This book will give you alot of advantages than the other book have such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If |
have been you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Holly Sheehan:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because al thistime you only find publication
that need more time to be study. The Rivers Ran Backward: The Civil War and the Remaking of the
American Middle Border can be your answer asit can be read by an individual who have those short time
problems.

Mary Tobin:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific The Rivers Ran Backward: The
Civil War and the Remaking of the American Middle Border can give you alot of good friends because by
you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting
person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. Thisreserve offer you information that perhaps
your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why
hesitate? Let's have The Rivers Ran Backward: The Civil War and the Remaking of the American Middle
Border.
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