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As the active interface of the most biologically intimate connection between two living organisms, a mother
and her fetus, the placenta is crucial to human evolution and survival. Michael L. Power and Jay Schulkin
explore the more than 100 million years of evolution that led to the human placenta and, in so doing, they
help unravel the mysteries of human life's first moments.

Starting with some of the earliest events that have influenced the path of placental evolution in mammals and
progressing to the specifics of the human placenta, this book examines modern gestation within an
evolutionary framework. Human beings are a successful species and our numbers have increased
dramatically since our earliest days on Earth. However, human fetal development is fraught with poor
outcomes for both the mother and fetus that appear to be, if not unique, far more common in humans than in
other mammals. High rates of early pregnancy loss, nausea and vomiting during pregnancy, preeclampsia
and related maternal hypertension, and preterm birth are rare or absent in other mammals yet not unusual in
humans.

Power and Schulkin explain why this apparent contradiction exists and address such topics as how the
placenta regulates and coordinates the metabolism, growth, and development of both mother and fetus, the
placenta’s role in protecting a fetus from the mother’s immune system, and placental diseases. In the process,
they reveal the vital importance of this organ?which is composed mostly of fetal cells?for us as individuals
and as a species.
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From reader reviews:

Clinton Whitten:

The Evolution of the Human Placenta can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her
effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing The Evolution of the Human Placenta but doesn't
forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you
can be among it. This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Shannon Silva:

This The Evolution of the Human Placenta is great book for you because the content that is full of
information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book reveal it
data accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read
the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences
but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Evolution of the Human Placenta in
your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that
offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book.
Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Anthony Lucas:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading,
not only science book but in addition novel and The Evolution of the Human Placenta or perhaps others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read
more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping
them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes The Evolution of
the Human Placenta to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Joyce Washington:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to
incorporate you knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in
relation to something by book. Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this The
Evolution of the Human Placenta.
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