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From a young age Albie Sachs played a prominent part in the struggle for justice in South Africa. As a result
he was detained in solitary confinement, tortured by sleep deprivation and eventually blown up by a car
bomb which cost him his right arm and the sight of an eye. His experiences provoked an outpouring of
creative thought on the role of law as a protector of human dignity in the modern world, and a lifelong
commitment to seeing a new era of justice established in South Africa.

After playing an important role in drafting South Africa's post-apartheid Constitution, he was appointed by
Nelson Mandela to be a member of the country's first Constitutional Court. Over the course of his fifteen
year term on the Court he has grappled with the major issues confronting modern South Africa, and the
challenges posed to the fledgling democracy as it sought to overcome the injustices of the apartheid regime.

As his term on the Court approaches its end, Sachs here conveys in intimate fashion what it has been like to
be a judge in these unique circumstances, how his extraordinary life has influenced his approach to the cases
before him, and his views on the nature of justice and its achievement through law.

The book provides unique access to an insider's perspective on modern South Africa, and a rare glimpse into
the working of a judicial mind. By juxtaposing life experiences and extracts from judgments, Sachs enables
the reader to see the complex and surprising ways in which legal culture transforms subjective experience
into objectively reasoned decisions. With rare candour he tells of the difficulties he has when preparing a
judgment, of how every judgment is a lie. Rejecting purely formal notions of the judicial role he shows how
both reason and passion (concern for protecting human dignity) are required for law to work in the service of
justice.
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From reader reviews:

Arlene Martin:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important usually. The book The Strange Alchemy of Life and Law ended up being making
you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for
you. The publication The Strange Alchemy of Life and Law is not only giving you much more new
information but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to
read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book The Strange Alchemy of Life and Law. You
never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Evelyn Rodrigue:

This The Strange Alchemy of Life and Law book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh,
you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The
Strange Alchemy of Life and Law without we understand teach the one who reading through it become
critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Strange Alchemy of Life and Law can bring
whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in
the lovely laptop even telephone. This The Strange Alchemy of Life and Law having good arrangement in
word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Joseph Wood:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their friend.
Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even playing video
games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read the book. It is
really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to reading a
publication. The book The Strange Alchemy of Life and Law it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks
that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space
to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Malcolm Moser:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book
entitled The Strange Alchemy of Life and Law your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word
written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get before.
The The Strange Alchemy of Life and Law giving you a different experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to
you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished



looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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