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Originally published in 1918, Rivalry is regarded as the masterpiece of Nagai Kafu, a Japanese novelist
known for his brilliant renderings of Tokyo in the early years of modern Japan. Stephen Snyder offers the
first English trandation of the complete, uncensored text, which has long been celebrated as one of the most
convincing and sensually rich portraits of the geisha profession.

Rivalry tells a sweeping story in which sexual politics compete with sisterly affection in aworld ruled by
material transaction. Komayo is aformer geishawho, upon the death of her husband, must return to the
"world of flower and willow" to escape poverty. A chance encounter with an old patron, Y oshioka, leadsto a
relationship in which both lovers hope to profit: Y oshioka believes Komayo can restore hislost innocence;
Komayo plans to use Y oshioka's patronage to compete in the elaborate music and dance performances staged
by her fellow geisha.

Y oshiokais eager to ransom Komayo, but as she considers his offer, Komayo fallsin love with Segawa, a
young actor who promises to turn the talented geisha into the finest dancer in the Shimbashi quarter. Though
her feelings for Segawa are genuine, Komayo is eager to use her lover's position to become the lead
performer among her peers. Her ambition even tempts her to take on athird patron known only asthe "Sea
Monster," arepellent but wealthy antiques dealer whose deep pockets promise to shoot Komayo to the height
of celebrity.

Though she finds herself at the pinnacle of a glittering career, Komayo neverthel ess becomes the target of a
bitter rivalry between her three lovers that leaves her both thrilled and exhausted, both brutalized and
redeemed. Kafu's compelling tale takes readers from the intimate corners of the geisha house to the back
rooms of assignation, from the dressing areas of the great kabuki theaters to the lonely country villa of a
theater critic and connoisseur of Shimbashi women. His lush depictions of architecture and costumes and his
incisive descriptions of urban life and individual motive provide avivid backdrop for Komayo's struggle-one
woman's absorbing quest to find fame, affection, and financial security in the refined but ruthless theater of
Shimbashi.
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From reader reviews:
Patricia Oyler:

ThisRivalry: A Geisha's Tale (Japanese Studies Series) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside
thisreserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read alot of
information you will get. Thiskind of Rivalry: A Geishas Tale (Japanese Studies Series) without we realize
teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry Rivalry: A
Geisha's Tae (Japanese Studies Series) can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves
turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Rivalry: A Geisha's
Tale (Japanese Studies Series) having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly
feel uninterested in reading.

Migud Penix:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get alot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can aso inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story aswell astheir
experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authorsin this world always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them isthis Rivalry: A
Geisha's Ta e (Japanese Studies Series).

Sean Mills:

Beside this specific Rivalry: A Geisha's Tale (Japanese Studies Series) in your phone, it may give you away
to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh
through the oven so don't be worry if you fedl like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to
have Rivalry: A Geisha's Tale (Japanese Studies Series) because this book offers for your requirements
readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that
will not happen if you have thisinside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable,
including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it
from at this point!

Robert Vargas.

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and Rivalry: A Geisha's Tale (Japanese Studies Series) or
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would
like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books



are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes

Rivalry: A Geisha's Tale (Japanese Studies Series) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of
book like here.
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