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In this second volume in the Ackroyd’s Brief Lives series, bestselling author Peter Ackroyd brings us a man
of humble beginnings, crude manners, and prodigious talents, the nineteenth-century painter J. M. W.
Turner.

Joseph Mallord William Turner was born in London in 1775. His father was a barber, and his mother came
from a family of London butchers. “His speech was recognizably that of a Cockney, and his language was
the language of the streets.” As his finest paintings show, his language was also the language of light.
Turner’s landscapes—extraordinary studies in light, colour, and texture—caused an uproar during his
lifetime and earned him a place as one of the greatest artists in history.

Displaying his artistic abilities as a young child, Turner entered the Royal Academy of Arts when he was just
fourteen years old. A year later his paintings appeared in an important public exhibition, and he rapidly
achieved prominence, becoming a Royal Academician in 1802 and Professor of Perspective at the Academy
from 1807–1837. His private life, however, was less orderly. Never married, he spent much time living in
taverns, where he was well known for his truculence and his stinginess with money.

Peter Ackroyd deftly follows Turner’s first loves of architecture, engraving, and watercolours, and the
country houses, cathedrals, and landscapes of England. While his passion for Italy led him to oil painting,
Turner’s love for London remained central to his heart and soul, and it was within sight of his beloved
Thames that he died in 1851. His dying words were: “The sun is God.”
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From reader reviews:

Mary Block:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled J.M.W. Turner: Ackroyd's Brief Lives. Try to stumble
through book J.M.W. Turner: Ackroyd's Brief Lives as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend
when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
you personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the
book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Edward Foland:

The event that you get from J.M.W. Turner: Ackroyd's Brief Lives will be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to be aware of but J.M.W. Turner: Ackroyd's Brief Lives giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read
this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having this particular J.M.W. Turner: Ackroyd's Brief Lives
instantly.

Santos Conrad:

J.M.W. Turner: Ackroyd's Brief Lives can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend
that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing J.M.W. Turner: Ackroyd's Brief Lives but
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that
maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial
imagining.

Ana May:

Beside this specific J.M.W. Turner: Ackroyd's Brief Lives in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer
to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so
don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have J.M.W.
Turner: Ackroyd's Brief Lives because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to
happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from today!
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