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Tobacco was first cultivated and enjoyed by the indigenous inhabitants of the Americas, who used it for
medicinal, religious, and social purposes long before the arrival of Columbus. But when Europeans began to
colonize the American continents, it became something else entirely -- a cultural touchstone of pleasure and
success, and a coveted commodity that would transform the world economy forever. Iain Gately's Tobacco
tells the epic story of an unusual plant and its unique relationship with the history of humanity, from its
obscure ancient beginnings, through its rise to global prominence, to its current embattled state today. In a
lively narrative, Gately makes the case for the tobacco trade being the driving force behind the growth of the
American colonies, the foundation of Dutch trading empire, the underpinning cause of the African slave
trade, and the financial basis for our victory in the American Revolution. Informed and erudite, Tobacco is a
vivid and provocative look into the complex history of this precious plant. "A rich, complex history ...
Deeply engaging and witty." -- Carmela Ciuraru, Los Angeles Times "Ambitious ... informative and
perceptive ... Gately is an amusing writer, which is a blessing." -- Jonathan Yardley, The Washington Post
"[Gately] documents the resourcefulness with which human beings of every class, religion, race, and
continent have pursued the lethal leaf." -- John Leland, The New York Times Book Review
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From reader reviews:

David Long:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Tobacco: A Cultural History of How an Exotic Plant Seduced Civilization
book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
give to you. The writer of Tobacco: A Cultural History of How an Exotic Plant Seduced Civilization content
conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content material but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Tobacco: A Cultural History of
How an Exotic Plant Seduced Civilization is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Sarah Alexander:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what
kind of e-book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Tobacco: A Cultural
History of How an Exotic Plant Seduced Civilization is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Jeffrey Ramsey:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
the whole day to reading a book. The book Tobacco: A Cultural History of How an Exotic Plant Seduced
Civilization it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly
but this book possesses high quality.

Barbara Kelley:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your



needs. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Tobacco: A Cultural History of How an Exotic Plant
Seduced Civilization can make you experience more interested to read.
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