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Note from authors: As our investigations business only operates within the United States, this book is more
helpful to those writing U.S. private eye characters. However, there are other topics that are universally
applied and useful worldwide, such as the history of the PIs, equipping a PI business, finding people,
conducting trash hits, handling surveillances, how a fictional PI might work with a crime scene, homicide or
DNA gathering and analysis, culling tips from our answers to writers' questions, and the Gumshoe Glossary.

"If [this book] had been around when I was fiction editor for THE THRILLING DETECTIVE WEB SITE,
my job would have been much easier."
~Gerald So, editor, writer, book reviewer, moderator DetecToday

****BOOK BLURB*****

The private eye genre has come a long way, baby, with new subgenres — from teenage PIs to vampire
gumshoes to geriatric sleuths — attracting new readers every year. Unfortunately, most writers are not aware
of the state-of-the-art developments that shape today’s professional private investigator, which sometimes
leave writers floundering with impossible and antiquated devices, characters and methods in stories. Which
is why we wrote How to Write a Dick: A Guide for Writing Fictional Sleuths from a Couple of Real-Life
Sleuths, whose material we culled from our combined 14 years as private investigators, and also from our
teaching online classes and conducting workshops at writers’ conferences about writing private investigators.
How to Write a Dick isn’t about how to write a novel, but what you need to know to write an authentic,
compelling 21st-century sleuth character or story.

****END OF BOOK BLURB*****

“Forget Google and Bing. When you need to research PI work, go to the experts, Colleen Collins and Shaun
Kaufman: they live it, they teach it, they write it. How to Write a Dick is the best work of its kind I’ve ever
come across because it covers the whole spectrum in an entertaining style that will appeal to layman and
lawmen alike. This will be the industry standard for years to come.”
—Reed Farrel Coleman, three-time Shamus Award winner for Best PI Novel of the Year and author of Hurt
Machine

“If you want authenticity in creating a fictional private investigator for your stories, then this is a must-have
reference book. Its authors, Colleen and Shaun, are living breathing PIs with years of actual experience in the
PI game.” —R.T. Lawton, 25 years on the street as a federal special agent and author of 4 series in Alfred
Hitchcock Mystery Magazine
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From reader reviews:

Alma Hillyer:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of How to Write a
Dick: A Guide for Writing Fictional Sleuths from a Couple of Real-Life Sleuths book as basic and daily
reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Janice Pyles:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This How to Write a Dick: A Guide for Writing Fictional Sleuths from a Couple of
Real-Life Sleuths book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the
data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that
want to supply to you. The writer connected with How to Write a Dick: A Guide for Writing Fictional
Sleuths from a Couple of Real-Life Sleuths content conveys thinking easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different by means of
it. So , do you even now thinking How to Write a Dick: A Guide for Writing Fictional Sleuths from a Couple
of Real-Life Sleuths is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Adrian Kao:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours
a day to reading a publication. The book How to Write a Dick: A Guide for Writing Fictional Sleuths from a
Couple of Real-Life Sleuths it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book.
These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book
you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The
price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Kent Ibarra:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled How
to Write a Dick: A Guide for Writing Fictional Sleuths from a Couple of Real-Life Sleuths your thoughts
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but
surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one web form



conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The How to Write a Dick: A Guide for
Writing Fictional Sleuths from a Couple of Real-Life Sleuths giving you yet another experience more than
blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?
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