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A broadly interdisciplinary study of the pervasive secrecy in America cultural, political, and religious
discourse.

The occult has traditionally been understood as the study of secrets of the practice of mysticism or magic.
This book broadens our understanding of the occult by treating it as a rhetorical phenomenon tied to
language and symbols and more central to American culture than is commonly assumed.

Joshua Gunn approaches the occult as an idiom, examining the ways in which acts of textual criticism and
interpretation are occultic in nature, as evident in practices as diverse as academic scholarship, Freemasonry,
and television production. Gunn probes, for instance, the ways in which jargon employed by various social
and professional groups creates barriers and fosters secrecy. From the theory wars of cultural studies to the
Satanic Panic that swept the national mass media in the late 1980s and early 1990s, Gunn shows how the
paradox of a hidden, buried, or secret meaning that cannot be expressed in language appears time and time
again in Western culture.

These recurrent patterns, Gunn argues, arise from a generalized, popular anxiety about language and its
limitations. Ultimately, Modern Occult Rhetoric demonstrates the indissoluble relationship between
language, secrecy, and publicity, and the centrality of suspicion in our daily lives.
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From reader reviews:

Estelle Hicks:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Modern Occult Rhetoric:
Mass Media and the Drama of Secrecy in the Twentieth Century (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) book
because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Barbara Figueroa:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly
feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Modern Occult
Rhetoric: Mass Media and the Drama of Secrecy in the Twentieth Century (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit)
is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Alissa Sowell:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but also novel and Modern Occult Rhetoric: Mass Media and the
Drama of Secrecy in the Twentieth Century (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) or maybe others sources were
given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and
more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to
add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Modern Occult
Rhetoric: Mass Media and the Drama of Secrecy in the Twentieth Century (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit)
to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Jack Bemis:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many



ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Modern Occult Rhetoric: Mass Media and the Drama of Secrecy in
the Twentieth Century (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) can make you experience more interested to read.
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