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RAW GYPSIES

Nine true stories

Limbos and another seven or eight Gypsies from Mocirla (“The Swamp”), on the outskirts of Romanian
town Buhusi were at old Sava’s pub again last night, gathered around a 2 $ bottle of liqueur. One of them
had just come back from Italy: a very big guy, with a tight shirt, with a mean face, with expressionless,
predatory eyes that looked you right in the brain. And they were celebrating this interlop’s return home.
Then, another one came down from the hill, with clay on his head, dead tired. He had worked all day at
sticking together a house with clay for 3 $. And with that 3 $, he bought everyone drinks: “Drink up guys,
‘cause now I have money!” The conversation that followed was hypothetical – although the most frequently
pronounced word was “da burli” (fuck) – about what was better for a Gypsy: to steal and cash in big all at
once or to work honestly for close to nothing?

Wherever you are in Romania, – in any city or village –, if you take
a 30 minute walk in any direction, you’ll find a community of poor
Gypsies.

Beside a minority that got rich exploiting barely-legal economic opportunities, for more than two thirds of
some 1 million Romanian Gypsies, the tumultuous years following the fall of communism meant a transition
towards hopeless poverty, delinquency, and violence. They were among the first laid off during the
restructuring of the 1990s and many did not manage to get rehired. About 70% of the Gypsieslive from
Minimum Income Guarantee (financial aid from the State) and occasional activities. 80% have no
profession.

Life in the Swamp



Like Mocirla (“The Swamp”), almost every poor Gypsy community is affected by the same “shortages”
when it comes to:
• jobs
• income
• education
• access to medical services
• identity cards
• property titles
• dirty, overcrowded houses

Who are these Gypsies?

This is a story about what it’s like to be a Gypsy (Roma) in Romania. A story told by the Gypsies
themselves. For their protection (and my own), the names of the places and of the characters have been
changed.

Over 14 hours of interviews were edited for concision and clarity. Certain regionalisms, flagrant language
and grammar mistakes were straightened out here and there.

Author Catalin Gruia is a veteran journalist who has written and reported for over 10 years for the Romanian
edition of National Geographic.

Cover Photo by Bogdan Croitoru

* You can find behind the scenes information about Gruia's books --
>https://www.facebook.com/ByCatalinGruia
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From reader reviews:

Luisa Johnson:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that
question simply because just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Romanian
Gypsies: 9 true stories about what it's like to be a Gypsy in Romania (Romania Explained To My Friends
Abroad Book 3) to read.

Anthony Hanna:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Romanian Gypsies: 9
true stories about what it's like to be a Gypsy in Romania (Romania Explained To My Friends Abroad Book
3) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want
and wish in this era.

Gerald Conway:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more
time to be learn. Romanian Gypsies: 9 true stories about what it's like to be a Gypsy in Romania (Romania
Explained To My Friends Abroad Book 3) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an
individual who have those short time problems.

Clarence Lowery:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That Romanian Gypsies: 9 true stories about what it's like to be a
Gypsy in Romania (Romania Explained To My Friends Abroad Book 3) can give you a lot of good friends
because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like
an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Romanian Gypsies: 9 true stories about what it's like to be a
Gypsy in Romania (Romania Explained To My Friends Abroad Book 3).
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