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The liberal internationalist tradition is credited with America's greatest triumphs as a world power--and also
its biggest failures. Beginning in the 1940s, imbued with the spirit of Woodrow Wilson's efforts at the
League of Nations to "make the world safe for democracy," the United States steered a course in world
affairs that would eventually win the Cold War. Yet in the 1990s, Wilsonianism turned imperialist,
contributing directly to the invasion of Iraq in 2003 and the continued failures of American foreign policy.

Why Wilson Matters explains how the liberal internationalist community can regain a sense of identity and
purpose following the betrayal of Wilson's vision by the brash "neo-Wilsonianism" being pursued today.
Drawing on Wilson's original writings and speeches, Tony Smith traces how his thinking about America's
role in the world evolved in the years leading up to and during his presidency, and how the Wilsonian
tradition went on to influence American foreign policy in the decades that followed--for good and for ill. He
traces the tradition's evolution from its "classic" era with Wilson, to its "hegemonic" stage during the Cold
War, to its "imperialist" phase today. Smith calls for an end to reckless forms of U.S. foreign intervention,
and a return to the prudence and "eternal vigilance" of Wilson's own time.

Why Wilson Matters renews hope that the United States might again become effectively liberal by returning
to the sense of realism that Wilson espoused, one where the promotion of democracy around the world is
balanced by the understanding that such efforts are not likely to come quickly and without costs.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Williams:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
included can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be smart in
getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can help men and
women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Why Wilson Matters: The Origin of American
Liberal Internationalism and Its Crisis Today (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) book
since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Augusta Wilson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this Why
Wilson Matters: The Origin of American Liberal Internationalism and Its Crisis Today (Princeton Studies in
International History and Politics).

Richard Hunt:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Why Wilson Matters: The Origin of American Liberal
Internationalism and Its Crisis Today (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) why because
the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Jacob Florence:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Why Wilson Matters: The Origin of American Liberal
Internationalism and Its Crisis Today (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) can give you a
lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually



more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Why Wilson Matters: The Origin of American Liberal
Internationalism and Its Crisis Today (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics).
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