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A groundbreaking history that considers the attack on Pearl Harbor from the Japanese perspective and is
certain to revolutionize how we think of the war in the Pacific.

When Japan launched hostilities against the United Statesin 1941, argues Eri Hotta, its leaders, in large part,
understood they were entering awar they were aimost certain to lose. Drawing on material little known to
Western readers, and barely explored in depth in Japan itself, Hotta poses an essential question: Why did
these men—military men, civilian politicians, diplomats, the emperor—put their country and its citizens so
unnecessarily in harm’s way? Introducing us to the doubters, schemers, and would-be patriots who led their
nation into this conflagration, Hotta brilliantly shows us a Japan rarely glimpsed—eager to avoid war but
fraught with tensions with the West, blinded by reckless militarism couched in traditional notions of pride
and honor, tempted by the gambler’s dream of scoring the biggest win against impossible odds and nearly
escaping disaster before it finally proved inevitable.

In an intimate account of the increasingly heated debates and doomed diplomatic overtures preceding Pearl
Harbor, Hottarevealsjust how divided Japan’s leaders were, right up to (and, in fact, beyond) their eleventh-
hour decision to attack. We see aruling cadre rich in regional ambition and hubris: many of the same leaders
seeking to avoid war with the United States continued to adamantly advocate Asian expansionism, hoping to
advance, or at least maintain, the occupation of Chinathat began in 1931, unable to end the second Sino-
Japanese War and unwilling to acknowledge Washington’ s hardening disapproval of their continental
incursions. Even as Japanese diplomats continued to negotiate with the Roosevelt administration, Matsuoka
Y osuke, the egomaniacal foreign minister who relished paying court to both Stalin and Hitler, and hisfacile
supporters cemented Japan’s place in the fascist alliance with Germany and Italy—unaware (or unconcerned)
that in so doing they destroyed the nation’ s bona fides with the West.

We see adysfunctional political system in which military leaders reported to both the civilian government
and the emperor, creating a structure that facilitated intrigues and stoked ajingoistic rivalry between Japan’s
army and navy. Roles are recast and blame reexamined as Hotta analyzes the actions and motivations of the
hawks and skeptics among Japan’ s elite. Emperor Hirohito and General Hideki Tojo are newly appraised as
we discover how the two men fumbled for away to avoid war before finally acceding to it.

Hotta peels back seventy years of historical mythol ogizing—both Japanese and Western—to expose all-too-
human Japanese | eaders torn by doubt in the months preceding the attack, more concerned with saving face
than saving lives, finally drawn into war as much by incompetence and lack of political will as by bellicosity.
An essential book for any student of the Second World War, this compelling reassessment will forever
change the way we remember those days of infamy.
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From reader reviews:
LuciaMorrone

The book Japan 1941: Countdown to Infamy gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can
use to make your capable alot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book Japan 1941: Countdown to
Infamy to become your habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about afew or al subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read areserve
Japan 1941: Countdown to Infamy. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia
or others. So, how do you think about this publication?

Melissa Conner:

The actual book Japan 1941: Countdown to Infamy has alot details on it. So when you make sure to read
this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
scanning this book.

Evelyn Brown:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Japan 1941: Countdown to
Infamy which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Sandra Davis:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media. Y ou can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching fromit. It is
referred to as of book Japan 1941: Countdown to Infamy. Y ou'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without
making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most significant
that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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