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“Silver” Winner of the 2008 Foreword Magazine Book of the Year Award, Religion Category

Before he began his recent travels, it seemed to Phil Zuckerman as if humans all over the globe were “getting
religion”—praising deities, performing holy rites, and soberly defending the world from sin. But most
residents of Denmark and Sweden, he found, don’t worship any god at all, don’t pray, and don’t give much
credence to religious dogma of any kind. Instead of being bastions of sin and corruption, however, as the
Christian Right has suggested a godless society would be, these countries are filled with residents who score
at the very top of the “happiness index” and enjoy their healthy societies, which boast some of the lowest
rates of violent crime in the world (along with some of the lowest levels of corruption), excellent educational
systems, strong economies, well-supported arts, free health care, egalitarian social policies, outstanding bike
paths, and great beer.

Zuckerman formally interviewed nearly 150 Danes and Swedes of all ages and educational backgrounds over
the course of fourteen months. He was particularly interested in the worldviews of people who live their lives
without religious orientation. How do they think about and cope with death? Are they worried about an
afterlife? What he found is that nearly all of his interviewees live their lives without much fear of the Grim
Reaper or worries about the hereafter. This led him to wonder how and why it is that certain societies are
non-religious in a world that seems to be marked by increasing religiosity. Drawing on prominent
sociological theories and his own extensive research, Zuckerman ventures some interesting answers.

This fascinating approach directly counters the claims of outspoken, conservative American Christians who
argue that a society without God would be hell on earth. It is crucial, Zuckerman believes, for Americans to
know that “society without God is not only possible, but it can be quite civil and pleasant.”
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From reader reviews:

Sam Richey:

The book Society without God: What the Least Religious Nations Can Tell Us About Contentment can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a
book Society without God: What the Least Religious Nations Can Tell Us About Contentment? A few of you
have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Society without God: What the
Least Religious Nations Can Tell Us About Contentment has simple shape but you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Joseph Blackwell:

This book untitled Society without God: What the Least Religious Nations Can Tell Us About Contentment
to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you
can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order
it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as
you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this
reserve from your list.

Kenny Crowther:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Society without God: What the Least Religious Nations Can Tell Us About
Contentment why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Jessica Duncan:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in
the top checklist in your reading list is usually Society without God: What the Least Religious Nations Can
Tell Us About Contentment. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.
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