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In Methodists and the Crucible of Race, 1930-1975, Peter C. Murray contributes to the history of American
Christianity and the Civil Rights movement by examining a national institution—the Methodist Church (after
1968 the United Methodist Church)—and how it dealt with the racial conflict centered in the South. Murray
begins his study by tracing American Methodism from its beginnings to the secession of many African
Americans from the church and the establishment of separate northern and southern denominationsin the
nineteenth century. He then details the reconciliation and compromise of many of these segmentsin 1939
that led to the unification of the church. This compromise created the racially segregated church that
Methodists struggled to eliminate over the next thirty years.

During the Civil Rights movement, American churches confronted issues of racism that they had previously
ignored. No church experienced this confrontation more sharply than the Methodist Church. When
Methodists reunited their northern and southern halvesin 1939, their new church constitution created a
segregated church structure that posed significant issues for Methodists during the Civil Rights movement.

Of the six jurisdictional conferences that made up the Methodist Church, only one was not based on a
geographic region: the Central Jurisdiction, a separate conference for “all Negro annual conferences.” This
Jim Crow arrangement humiliated African American Methodists and embarrassed their liberal white allies
within the church. The Supreme Court’s Brown v. Board of Education decision awakened many white
Methodists from their complacent belief that the church could conform to the norms of the South without
conseguences among its national membership.

Murray places the struggle of the Methodist Church within the broader context of the history of race relations
in the United States. He shows how the effort to destroy the barriersin the church were mirrored in the work
being done by society to end segregation. Immensely readable and free of jargon, Methodists and the
Crucible of Race, 19301975, will be of interest to a broad audience, including those interested in the Civil
Rights movement and American church history.
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From reader reviews:
Buddy Stewart:

The book Methadists and the Crucible of Race, 1930-1975 give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when
you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book
Methodists and the Crucible of Race, 1930-1975 to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages,
like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like open and read a e-book Methodists and the Crucible of Race, 1930-1975. Kinds of
book are alot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So, how do you think
about this reserve?

Amy Zambrano:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fedl it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill
your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Methodists and the Crucible of Race, 1930-1975
can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Tara Smith:

In this particular erawhich is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What you are
related isjust spending your time almost no but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of severa
books in the top collection in your reading list will be Methodists and the Crucible of Race, 1930-1975. This
book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Ralph Rodriguez:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important for
you personally. Aswe know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Methodists and the Crucible of Race, 1930-1975 can
make you feel more interested to read.
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