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This important new study of the political uses of popular music, from the era of slavery to the present traces
the search for individual identity, freedom, and dignity as it has been expressed in popular music. Beginning
with the spirituals of the slaves and the gospel of the black church and continuing through the blues, jazz
forms, country, folk, and rock, Pratt presents popular music as part of a continuing effort, over two centuries,
to create community values and identity in the face of social transformations. The book refutes the idea that
the use of popular music for expression by a socially marginal society is new. Pratt demonstrates that popular
music as an expression of community identity is centuries old.

Early chapters of the book explore the social and political functions of music and its relationship to the
concept of culture, individualism, and freedom. Later chapters concentrate on the history and role of political
messages in specific music forms: the blues, gospel, jazz, rock and soul. A summary chapter considers the
future of American popular music as an instrument of political expression. Extensive references and chapter
endnotes make this book an important edition to the popular culture library. Students and scholars of
musicology, sociology, popular culture, and politics will find Rhythm and Resistance a valuable reference.
and will be of special interest to academics engaged in research in musicology, popular culture and politics
and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Medley:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Rhythm and
Resistance: Explorations in the Political Uses of Popular Music (Media and Society Series) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need
in this era.

Ena Clark:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Rhythm and Resistance:
Explorations in the Political Uses of Popular Music (Media and Society Series) book because this book
offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it everbody knows.

Scott Padilla:

The particular book Rhythm and Resistance: Explorations in the Political Uses of Popular Music (Media and
Society Series) will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the
idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book
Rhythm and Resistance: Explorations in the Political Uses of Popular Music (Media and Society Series) is
much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
more easily to read the book.

Concepcion Shaw:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Rhythm and Resistance: Explorations in the
Political Uses of Popular Music (Media and Society Series) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these books have than the others?
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