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In the present book, Pauline Phemister argues against traditional Anglo-American interpretations of Leibniz
as an idealist who conceives ultimate reality as a plurality of mind-like immaterial beings and for whom
physical bodies are ultimately unreal and our perceptions of them illusory. Re-reading the texts without the
prior assumption of idealism allows the more material aspects of Leibniz's metaphysics to emerge. Leibniz is
found to advance a synthesis of idealism and materialism. His ontology posits indivisible, living, animal-like
corporeal substances as the real metaphysical constituents of the universe; his epistemology combines sense-
experience and reason; and his ethics fuses confused perceptions and insensible appetites with distinct
perceptions and rational choice. In the light of his sustained commitment to the reality of bodies, Phemister
re-examines his dynamics, the doctrine of pre-established harmony and his views on freedom. The image of
Leibniz as a rationalist philosopher who values activity and reason over passivity and sense-experience is
replaced by the one of a philosopher who recognises that, in the created world, there can only be activity if
there is also passivity; minds, souls and forms if there is also matter; good if there is evil; perfection if there
is imperfection.
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From reader reviews:

David Soto:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Leibniz and the Natural
World: Activity, Passivity and Corporeal Substances in Leibniz's Philosophy (The New Synthese Historical
Library). All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or
other social media.

Hae Hughes:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but
the problems coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Leibniz and the
Natural World: Activity, Passivity and Corporeal Substances in Leibniz's Philosophy (The New Synthese
Historical Library) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Danny Saleem:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us
novel, comics, as well as soon. The Leibniz and the Natural World: Activity, Passivity and Corporeal
Substances in Leibniz's Philosophy (The New Synthese Historical Library) will give you new experience in
studying a book.

Francis Lopez:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Leibniz and the
Natural World: Activity, Passivity and Corporeal Substances in Leibniz's Philosophy (The New Synthese
Historical Library) which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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